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Do you appreciate what you learn or how you learn?

In Japan, out of all of the university students, those who are over 25 years is only 1.7%,
whereas in the US it is 20.9% (according to OECD database in 2008). University is not only
for the young generation. It’s for all the people who want to learn.

When | was in school in the US, | gave lots of presentations. For example, | talked about
Doraemon to introduce Japanese culture to American students. | talked about the US Base
in Okinawa to let people know what is happening there. Or | talked about the pipeline for oil
in Alaska to explain the improvement of human life or preserving wildlife. | was sick of giving
presentations at that time because it was endless. No matter which class | took or no matter
how many times | gave presentations, it didn’t matter. It just kept going on and on and on...
but at some point, | realized that | was learning about the manga culture, an international
political issue or even Alaska. Not only did | get the knowledge of those things but also |
learned how | see those matters.

American people are not going to school to accumulate their V-
knowledge, but to find out the process of how they learn about what
they want to know. They read books, go to the Internet, ask their parents o 5 0
or friends, do qualitative research — asking people in the field, or even Knowledge
watch YouTube and come to their own conclusion. That is why the source Managemen
of the information is important. What they know is not important, rather
how they know is the critical aspect of their education in the US. Once you master “how”,
there is nothing for you to be afraid of. Even if you come across something you don’t know,
you know how to learn about it because you have given so many presentations.

In a few weeks, you will be in the 2" year, which means you need to put yourself in the
next level. You will have junior students to teach. Your textbooks will be more complicated.
You will be given more reading materials or homework, hence more things to memorize. You
may already know this, but in this country, whoever that has the most amount of knowledge
wins in exams, in schools or even in quiz shows. You are judged by being compared to others,
which is sometimes harsh, but having knowledge can be useful tool. Whatever knowledge
you have gained form your elementary school will be made good use of if you know how to
use it.

So try to pay attention to how you learn, too. Instead of just
memorizing all English vocabulary or social studies terms as it is, make a
quiz for yourself to ask yourself. Teach your friends math or a chemistry
qguestions. Talk to your parents what you thought of what you learned in
Japanese old literature class instead of denying it. When you are conscious
about how you learn, | am sure your life will be more meaningful to you,
and that’s when your accumulated knowledge will be valuable.

(Madoka Kariya)
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